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Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! His 
faithful love endures forever. 

1 Chronicles 16:34 
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A Harvest of Thankfulness 
 

The second Monday in October is always a 
statutory holiday (bank holiday) in Canada. The 
holiday is called Thanksgiving Day. It’s a big 
affair, full of food and family and friends. We 
would often have 15 to 20 people crammed into 
our little house for a huge turkey dinner with all 
the trimmings, which always included stuffing 
(yum) and brussels sprouts (yuck). Oh yes, and 
loads of gravy and mashed potatoes. For 
dessert, pumpkin pie (yum again). 

   It was easy to be thankful surrounded by an 
abundance of food and friends and the warmth 
of family. Those were special days. But life isn’t 
always so rosy. As a matter of fact, even our 
wonderful Thanksgiving Day celebrations 
weren’t always so rosy. Life does not always 
serve up turkey and stuffing and potatoes and 
gravy and pumpkin pie. Sometimes it serves 
brussels sprouts (if you like brussels sprouts, just 
go with it.) 
   When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians he 
knew that the Church was flourishing, but he also 
knew that they had faced personal hardship and 
persecution because of their faith in Christ. Their 
new life in Christ was rewarding but difficult. So 
Paul, knowing their situation, gave them the very 
best advice he could possibly give: Give thanks 
in all circumstances. Give thanks in the good, 
and the bad, and the ugly. 
   Paul’s advice was written as an imperative. It 
was imperative for these new Christians to give 
thanks in all circumstances. Let’s be blunt – if 
you are a Christian there is no reason or 
situation, in which you should not give thanks. It 
is imperative for the vibrancy of your faith that 
you learn to give thanks in ALL circumstances. 
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 In some ways this is so simple. There is no 
second-guessing which circumstances in life 
qualify as those in which we are to give thanks. 
There is no vagueness in Paul’s wording: “give 
thanks in ALL circumstances.” There are no 
circumstances in life exempt from our responsibility 
to give thanks to God. That makes it simple to 
discern, but it doesn’t make it simple to do. 
   It is not easy to give thanks to God when our 
circumstances are horrendous. When bad things 
happen to us in this life, we tend to ask God, “Why?” 
Alex Elsaesser preached on “Thankfulness” in 
September and he said that in the past he had put 
“understanding before God.” If he couldn’t 
understand why God would allow some set of 
circumstances, he couldn’t give thanks. But nothing 
should ever come before God, not even 
understanding. Alex realized that God had to come 
before all things, even understanding.   
   When we decide to “give thanks in all 
circumstances” something happens. I’m not 
suggesting that the circumstances will change 
(they may) but something even greater happens – 
we begin to change. The grace of God shapes us 
and makes us more like Christ. When we withhold 
our thankfulness in any circumstance our 
disobedience erects a barrier around our hearts 
and keeps us from experiencing the full life of 
Christ. Of course, God never leaves us, He just 
waits patiently for us to turn back to him.  
 

As harvest approaches here in the UK, we have 
many reminders for us to be thankful – but the 
greatest reminder comes from the Word: Be 
thankful in all circumstances. 
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Weekly Eventll  
SUNDAY 

 
 
 
 

10.15am  Pre-service prayer in the school 

canteen – please join us if you can. 

 

 

11am  Morning Service & Junior Church at 
 Ysgol Uwchradd Aberteifi 

 

  6pm  Evening Service at Priory Street 
 

 

 
 

SPEAKERS 

October 6     Steve Evans am 
                      Lucy Gannon pm 

Evening communion  
 
 

October 13    Pastor Rob 
                        

October 20   Pastor Rob 
Morning communion 
       

October 27   Pastor Rob 

 
          

 
 

 IN THE WEEK 
 

Tuesday:  See ‘October at MZ’ column 
 
 
 

 

 

Wednesday:  Kidz Club 3.45pm-5.00pm 
Term time only 
 

 

Thursday:   Coffee Morning   10.30am-noon              

     ‘Encounter’  6.00 – 7.30pm. Term time only 
(for school years 6-8, alternate weeks with 
youth Bible study.) 
 
 

Friday:     ‘Sewing and Crafts’, 2-4pm  
                    Info from Doreen Driscoll                           

   

          ‘Youth Hub’ (for school years 9+) 
7.00 – 9.00pm. Term time only 
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HOUSE GROUPS  

 

TUESDAYS 1ST & 15TH  
 7.30PM 

 
 

Everyone is invited to attend one of 
the House Groups. Contact details are 

in the church directory, or available 
from the church office. 

 
 
 
 

Aberporth (Tuesday 1st only) 
Meirion & Catherine Thomas 
 
 

Cardigan 1 
Ieuan & Ruth Davies 

 
Cardigan 2 
Peter & Ann Sanders 

 
Drefach Felindre 
Andrew & Lynne Cunningham 

 
Llechryd 
Mark & Bronwen Robb 

 
Newcastle Emlyn 
Tony Brookin 

 
North Pembrokeshire 
Mark Redhead 

 
Community Church house group meets 
on two Wednesday mornings each 
month at 10am. Contact John & Di 
Burnett for details. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm 
1st    House Groups 
8th     Prayer meeting at MZ 
15th   House Groups 
22nd  Prayer meeting at MZ 
29th  Prayer meeting at MZ 
 
Sunday 13th Community Church at the village hall in 
Sarnau, 3pm. Speaker is Jan Thomas. 
 

Monday 14th Missions Group meeting, 7.30pm at MZ. 
This meeting came out of the sermon series that Tim 
Longworth preached on Mission and is open to all 
who want to explore missional living. 
 

Monday 14th 7pm - Tuesday 15th 7pm  24 Hr Prayer: 
Sign up for a one-hour slot as we commit to 24 hours 
of prayer for our church and community. 
 

Wednesday 16th ‘Women Together’ – lunch at 12.15, 
service at 1.30.  
 

Sunday 20th Service at Plas Bridell Manor Nursing 
Home at 2.00pm. For more information about the care 
home ministry see Peter Sanders or Glenys Davies. 
 

Saturday 26th Fall back! Don’t forget to put your 
clocks (and watches for those who still use them) 
back one hour before you go to bed! 
 

Youth Bible Study – alternate Thursdays with 
‘Encounter’ - see Jo or Gareth for details. 
 
 

 

Our mission giving in October is for Blythswood Care. 
We will also be supporting them with our 2019 Shoe 
Box Appeal. Please join in and bring a smile ☺☺☺ to 
the faces of families living in challenging situations in 
Eastern Europe. We only have till the end of October to 
collect the boxes, so ask Dawn or Glenys for help or 
advice. www.blythswood.org  
 

Pastor Rob and Andrea will be on holiday from 
October 2 - 9. 
 

Sermons preached at Mount Zion can be heard or 
downloaded at sermon.net/mountzioncardigan, or 
from the church website. 
 
 


